
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 From the Desk of the President: 
 

As the grass is greening and the flowers are budding the season of festivals and games is moving 
into full force. The cost of gasoline being what it is gives all the more reason for our neighbors to 
have a “Staycation”. A blessing in disguise, even more people willl be looking for fine family 
activities within driving range. Day trips‟ popularity along with our expanded scope of advertising 
will garner greater numbers to our festival gate. 
 

Our 25th annual festival is made possible on that day with many small volunteer hours. Signing up 
to give a couple of hours on the day you come to the festival will allow us to maintain the Society‟s 
largest Scottish cultural activity and allow you to take part in sharing the generosity of your time.  
 

Sign up opportunities will arrive in your mailbox in the summer. Covering the many spots will help 
the festival committee determine the feasibility of continuing our yearly undertaking. In this case, 
your time is a greater value than your money. With more than 300 members in our Society it seems 
that the usual small band will need to get an hour from you here and there to put on the festival.    
 
We look forward to sharing our events with you.       
 Our upcoming meeting/program is Sunday  June 22nd  at 2 pm in Middlefield 

Center School/Community Center   405 Main Street    Middlefield, CT 
Directions and agenda are provided on a further page of this newsletter.  
 
         We‟re not going to the dogs; the dogs are coming to us. See June program notes. 
 
 
The next general meeting for members and friends will be the December 7th annual meeting. 
We hope this newsletter finds you well and that it gives you useful information.  

                                            Pam  Munro..   
Pamela Reed Munro, President 

pmunro@sbcglobal.net 

860-859-1803 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Caledonian 
JUNE  2008 

 

SASCT  2008 Education Scholarship Awards 
 

Tess Puopolo          dancer  workshop       

Devin Abbott         piper  workshop          

Tabitha Heavner     piper  workshop         

Emily Crowther     dancer  workshop         

Caitlin Morrow        cultural exchange workshops UK including Scotland 

Daniel  Pisowloski    drum major  workshops     
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St. Andrew’s Society of Connecticut 
25th Annual Scottish Festival 

 

Saturday October 4th 2008   9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Goshen Fairgrounds  Route 63 Goshen Connecticut 

RAIN or SHINE 

Scottish Entertainers, Clan tents, Pipe Bands, Athletic Competition,  
Piping Competition, Highland Dance Displays, 42nd Regiment of Foote, 

Sheepherding Demonstration, Scottish Sheep Breed Dog Show, 
Weavers, Bonnie Knees Contest, Children‟s Games, 

Connecticut Society of Genealogists, Scottish Imports and Scottish Food 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Other Events of Interest 
 

June 22   Battle of Monmouth, NJ  
A large re-enactment  

including Scottish Regiments  
 

June  28     Western Mass. Games
   
July 5     Round Hill Highland Games         
 
July 19     GlasgowLands Games   
                               
August 16     Maine Games      

 
August 23     Long Is.Highland Games 

 
August 23      Quechee VT Festival 

 
September  19-21  NH Games 

 
September   29th    Pipes in the Valley
    on the river front  Hartford, CT     

 

 

Benevolence Committee  

 

Forward your proposals/priorities for 
the December Benevolence 
Committee presentation to:  

Benevolence Committee Chairs  
Gerald and Pam Munro  

Gerald_d_munro@sbcglobal.net                  
or   pmunro@sbcglobal.net  
Telephone  860-859-1803 

Suggestions gladly researched.  
 
 

 

   

We’re Getting Ready. You can help. 

Our annual Festival planning is in the works.  

Volunteering for a couple of hours will allow the festival to continue for its 25
th
 year. The Society 

acquires the money to fund the scholarships and benevolence awards from one festival day 
each year. Pitch in a few hours to set-up, or work a booth and/or take down the festival.  The 

next newsletter will have sign up opportunities to make the annual Festival a success. 

If not you, who? 

  

mailto:Gerald_d_munro@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pmunro@sbcglobal.net


    Scottish Pride     
 

4 August 1870 Sir Harry Lauder, Scottish music hall comedian, was born in Portobello. 
 

6 August 1881 Sir Alexander Fleming, the Nobel prize-winning bacteriologist, was born near Darvel 
in rural Ayrshire, Fleming became a lecturer at St Mary's Medical School in London. After seeing 
front line service in the Army Medical Corps throughout the Great War, he returned to St Mary's 
and began his research into anti-bacterial substances. In 1928, whilst carrying out work on the 
influenza virus, he noticed that mould had accidentally developed on a staphylococcus culture 
plate and that the mould had created a bacteria-free circle around itself. This discovery fired 
Fleming's work and he found that a mould culture prevented growth of staphylococci, even when 
diluted 800 times. He named the active substance penicillin.  
 

7th August, 1914, Lord Kitchener, the war minister, began a mass recruiting campaign, three days 
after Britain declared war on Germany. Kitchener's appeal called for men aged between 19 and 30 
to join the British Army. At first an average of 33,000 men were joining up each day but this was 
still not enough, and three weeks later Kitchener raised the recruiting age to 35. By the middle of 
September over 500,000 men had volunteered their services. By the end of 1915 some two million 
men had volunteered their services, including the entire Hearts first team squad who joined en 
masse leading supporters to the recruiting office. By the war's end a total of 147,609 Scots had 
been killed, a fifth of Britain's dead from a country that made up only 10% of its population.  
 

8th August in 1296 the Scottish Coronation Stone, the Stone of Destiny, was removed from Scone 
Abbey. The stone was taken on the orders of King Edward I of England, and was transported to 
Westminster Abbey, where it was used to crown English monarchs until it was returned to Scotland 
in 1996. The stone itself is a block of red sandstone, and was said to have  
been used by Jacob, father of the twelve tribes of Israel, as a pillow. 
 
8 August 1503 King James IV of Scotland married Margaret Tudor, sister of Henry VII I of England. 
The wedding was christened the Marriage of the Thistle and the Rose, and was designed to create 
stable relations between the two feuding kingdoms. In the coming century it was also to form the 
basis from which the Stewarts made claim to the English crown. 
 

25 August, 1930 the actor, Sean Connery, was born in the Fountainbridge area of Edinburgh. 
Connery achieved international success appearing in films as Ian Fleming's suave secret agent, 
James Bond. Connery has also become well known in his homeland as a prominent supporter of 
Scottish Independence and the Scottish National Party. 
 

30 August 1856 Admiral Sir John Ross, the Scottish Polar explorer, died. Ross is known as the 
man who discovered the North Magnetic Pole. 
 

31 August 1946 the first Edinburgh Film Festival opened. 
 
     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Society Flowers of the Forest 
Received since our last newsletter 

 

Alan Rowburrey in Florida  
William Robison of West Hartford  

  

   



Agenda: 

       Welcome 

Secretary’s Report 

Treasurers’ Reports 

Correspondence 

Committee reports 

Unfinished Business 

New Business 

Other 

Adjournment 

 

     
 

June 22nd  Society Meeting 
Sunday afternoon at 2 p.m.  

Center School/Community Center               405 Main Street  Middlefield, CT 

 

          Program 

       Scottish Breed Dogs: Border Collie 
        Yes, dogs are coming. 

NEBCR New England Border Collie Rescue 
 
Followed by: Pot Luck Desserts         
Bring one to share. Tea and Coffee provided. 

 

 

            
 
 
Directions (from Mapquest/Waff)    
From SW Merge onto I-95 N / GOVERNOR JOHN DAVIS LODGE TURNPIKE toward NEW HAVEN 
Merge onto I-91 N via EXIT 48 on the LEFT toward HARTFORD 
Take the CT-68 exit- EXIT 15- toward YALESVILLE / DURHAM  
Turn RIGHT onto BARNES RD / CT-68. Continue to follow CT-68 
Turn LEFT onto SKEET CLUB RD / CT-157. Continue to follow CT-157  
Turn LEFT onto MAIN ST / CT-147 / CT-157. Continue to follow MAIN ST / CT-157. 1.1 miles  
Turn SLIGHT RIGHT to stay on MAIN ST / CT-157  
Look for Community Center sign and turn into upper parking lot at 405 Main St.  
 
FROM N Merge onto I-91 S toward NEW HAVEN / N. Y. CITY 
Take the MIDDLE STREET exit- EXIT 20- toward COUNTRY CLUB RD.  
Turn LEFT onto MIDDLE ST. 
Turn LEFT onto COUNTRY CLUB RD.  
Turn RIGHT onto HIGBY RD.     HIGBY RD becomes JACKSON HILL RD.  
Turn LEFT onto TOWN HALL RD. 
Turn LEFT  onto MAIN ST / CT-157. 
 Look for Community Center sign and turn Left into upper parking lot at 405 Main St  
 

     



                    
 

Scottish Parliament 
             Parliamentary Business 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/index.htm 

 Here you can access information about the business conducted by the   

Parliament, both at full meetings of the Parliament and in Committee.  

 For full details of current and forthcoming business see the Business     

Bulletin.   For the latest additions to the site, have a look at What's New.  

 Here information on meetings of the Parliament in the Chamber, including    

agendas of forthcoming business, Official Reports and Minutes of 

Parliamentary proceedings can be viewed. 

The Committees area provides information and links to all the Committees 

of the Parliament, including agendas of forthcoming meetings, details of 

current inquiries and civic participation events. 

All motions and amendments lodged by MSPs and considered by the Parliament are accessible here 

along with all Parliamentary questions and answers. 

The current position with all legislation and proposals for legislation being scrutinised by the Parliament 

can be found in the Bills section. You can also access the latest information on Petitions and discover 

how you can e-petition the Parliament. 

Further information on all the subject areas currently being considered by the Parliament can be found by 

accessing Research Briefings and Fact Sheets. Follow the workings of the Parliamentary Bureau, which 

amongst other things, propose the business in the Chamber. Donõt forget all proceedings in the 

Parliament can be viewed through Holyrood.tv.   
 

Recess Dates for the Parliamentary Year 2008- 2009 as agreed by Parliament are as follows; 

28 June - 31 August 2008,    11 – 26 October 2008,    20 December 2008 - 4 January 2009                    

14 - 22 February 2009,      4 - 19 April 2009,        27 June - 30 August 2009 
 

 

        

 

                      

 

Meetings of Scottish Parliament are recorded by staff of the 
Broadcasting Unit. Committee; meetings are usually broadcast live 

on Holyrood TV and can be viewed at www.holyrood.tv. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/whatsNew.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/chamber/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/chamber/journalMinutes/Minutes.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/chamber/journalMinutes/Minutes.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/chamber/journalMinutes/Minutes.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/motionsAndAmendments/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/petitions/index.htm
http://epetitions.scottish.parliament.uk/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/parliamentaryBureau.htm
http://www.holyrood.tv/
http://www.holyrood.tv/


   
 

 

 Britain's official website for the USA     

http://www.britainusa.com/      http://www.britainusa.com/4kids/                   

Visit our blogs at http://blogs.fco.gov.uk  

Visas and Visiting the UK  Passport and Consular Services Newsroom About Us 

British Embassy Speakers Bureau Press Releases UK/US news stories  FAQs  

Media Contacts Key Speeches by British Government Leaders  Britain in the US 

Publications  Photo Gallery Special Features New on Site  UK/US Relations 

Business  UK Science and Innovation  British Culture Study in the UKBritish 

Foreign Policy UK Devolved Administrations All about Britain Britain for Kids 

 

FAQ  Whatôs the most popular food in Britain? You may have several ideas about typical 
British food, all of which are probably right, but the most popular dish in Britain at the moment is… curry!  

This is a spicy dish, made with meat, fish or vegetables, cooked with crushed spices. It has countless 
variations and degrees of „heat‟, depending on how much chili pepper you use. One of the finest dishes, 
and one that is frequently ordered in Indian restaurants in the UK, is chicken tandoori. The chicken is 
marinated for several days in yogurt and spices and then cooked in a sealed tandoor oven.  

Fish and chips may have been the meal which came to mind when you thought of British food. They are 
the most popular „fast food‟ in Britain. Fish and chip shops first appeared at the end of the 19th century 
and since then the dish has been a firm favorite, especially in seaside towns where fresh fish is readily 
available. A piece of white fish – usually cod, haddock or plaice – is first dipped in a batter made from 
flour, eggs and water and then deep fried in hot fat. Chips are made from thick batons of potato and 
deep fried. Salt and vinegar are then added according to taste. Fish and chips are served over the 
counter wrapped in paper – at one time newspaper was always used – and the experts say they always 
taste best eaten straight from the paper!  

Afternoon tea is an institution – in fact, tea at any time of the day is the drink of 
choice for a large percentage of the population. Anna, the Seventh Duchess of 
Bedford, is reputed to have thought up the idea of afternoon tea in the early 1800s 
to stave off hunger pangs between lunch and dinner. There are few towns without 
at least one tea shop and all manner of sandwiches (slices of bread with various 
fillings in-between). Scones with jam and cream, and delicious cakes, are served to 
accompany tea in tea-shops and hotels throughout the land.  

As for the drink itself, tea is traditionally brewed in a china tea pot, adding one spoonful of tea per person 
and one for the pot. Freshly boiled water is then poured onto the leaves and the tea is left to „brew‟ for a 
few minutes. Although hundreds of different teas are available, the strong English Breakfast blend is one 
of the favorites, with added milk, and a little sugar for those with a sweet tooth.                                           

Go to consulates at the bottom of home page, Boston area and British Organizations; you will find SASCT.  

 

http://www.britainusa.com/
http://blogs.fco.gov.uk/
http://www.britainusa.com/visas/index_visa.asp?i=41000
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=10080&d=1
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41002&d=2
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41101&L1=41002&L2=41101&d=2
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41139&D=2&L1=41002&L2=41139
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=60056&L1=41002&L2=60056&d=2
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41029&L1=41002&L2=41029&d=2
http://www.britainusa.com/index_faq.asp?i=41011&amp;d=4
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/articles_show_nt1.asp?i=41018&L1=41002&L2=41018&d=2;&a=29109#general
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/speeches.asp?i=41020&L1=41002&L2=41020
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41003&d=3
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41103&L1=41002&L2=41103&d=2
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41021&L1=41002&L2=41021&d=2
http://www.britainusa.com/specialfeature/index_sf.asp?i=41098&L1=41002&L2=41098&D=2&T=1
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/newonsite.asp?i=41099&L1=41002&L2=41099&D=2
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41004&d=5
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41005&d=6
http://www.britainusa.com/science/
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41007&amp;d=8
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41009&d=9
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41009&d=9
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41009&d=9
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41009&d=9
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41010&d=12
http://www.britainusa.com/sections/index_nt1.asp?i=41013&amp;d=11
http://www.britainusa.com/4kids/


 

Internet turns Scottish clans into global tribe     May 27, 2008     By Chloe Fussell 

EDINBURGH (Reuters) - When the ancient system of Scottish tribes risked fading away two 
decades ago the 30th chief of the Carmichael clan turned to the Mormon Church. That's where 
Richard Carmichael of Carmichael found thousands of genealogical records and the addresses for 
people around the world who shared his surname. 

Today, many of the 140 officially recognized clans have morphed into massive online associations, 
whose ranks have been swelled by enthusiastic Americans, Canadians, Australians, New 
Zealanders and South Africans keen to have a link to their Scottish heritage. Descendants abroad 
are often delighted to discover that hundreds of years after the MacDonalds and MacDuffs first 
organized themselves into loose family associations that many kilt-wearing clan chiefs still live on 
the ancestral lands and pass their titles down to the next generation.  

"It's very difficult to take on a role that's historic and redundant. In the 80s, we often heard that the 
clans were finished because no one lived in the locality any more," Carmichael told Reuters. "A 
few of us fought hard to defy that and the clan has got back on course. The world wide web has 
made the global clan a reality." 

When Carmichael became chief in 1981 -- taking over the clan's estate north of Glasgow -- he 
used the Mormon Church's extensive genealogical records to track down thousands of 
Carmichaels and sent every one an invitation to a gathering. One hundred and fifty of the 
Carmichael descendants traveled to the revived clan gathering that year, and the chief resolved to 
hold them every few years. He estimated the clan numbers around a quarter of a million people 
around the world.  

In the 18th and 19th centuries, a succession of land improvement schemes by landowners in 
Scotland resulted in the "Highland clearances", which drove tens of thousands of people from their 
homes to make way for sheep. Many, facing deprivation and starvation, emigrated to the New 
World and beyond. Rather than waging war against the English and keeping clan members in 
check, today's chiefs see their role as educational. They also keep in touch with each other at the 
standing council of chiefs. "If the chief has a role at all, it's to serve the people, especially abroad, 
who are interested in their forebears. A lot of my jobs are social or administrative," said George 
MacMillan of MacMillan and Knap, chief of the MacMillan clan. 

As well as looking after the estate and farming livestock, MacMillan finds himself increasingly 
traveling to countries where Scots emigrated. Americans in particular are fascinated by tracing 
their genealogy, but MacMillan has also been invited to clan gatherings in Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand. He has even been invited to celebrity-obsessed Los Angeles later this year. 

But the newly revived interest among the Scottish Diaspora has not been echoed at home, even 
though most Scots carry a traditional clan name, and the ancestral homes still exist. "To 
Americans, Australians, Canadians and New Zealanders, it's a completely staggering fact that I'm 
still living here near 1,000 years after the name began," Carmichael said. "The disinterest in the 
UK is quite marked. To them, it's just about an old building right on their doorstep."  

(Editing by Paul Casciato)  © Thomson Reuters 2008. 

   



 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a Scottish story, poem, saying or memory to share? 
Perhaps a family recipe?  Tell us about your Scottish connection. 

Share with us and we‟ll share them with you. 
 

Send via snail mail or email:                 
Pamela Munro   55 Skyline Drive     Salem Ct 06420       pmunro@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

Society Chaplain at Yale-New Haven  

Our own Society Chaplain, Rev. Angela Rowley, has been called to 

the ministry of Yale-New Haven Hospital. A 2005 graduate of Yale 

Divinity School, Rev. Rowley, M. Div. has relocated to minister to the 

hospital‟s needy. We‟re sure they will appreciate her as we do. 

  


