
 
 
 

 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 FFrroomm  tthhee  DDeesskk  ooff  tthhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt::  
  
Spring is teasing us with its usual hide and seek for the changing season. The travel should be more settled to 
find you at our upcoming gathering. Cathy Sutherland will be speaking in West Haven on Scottish Athletics. As 
a matter of interest, I have become  aware of two radio shows providing music and information on topics of 
value to many members. Both are non- commercial, non-profit stations. One is at the University of Hartford, 
www.wwuh.org   91.3 fm, Celtic Airs, Tuesday mornings from 6 to 9 a.m., the other at Fairfield University, 
www.wvof.org  88.5 fm, Celtic Crossroads, Wednesday afternoons from 4 to 6 pm. We will do our best to 
supply these avenues with information about St. Andrew‟s Society events and meetings. These may serve 
both as a reminder to members and kindle the interests of other guests. 
 
We look forward to sharing events with you. 
Our next meeting is April 20 th at 2 pm in West Haven, at an Episcopal church:  
Church of the Holy Spirit, 28 Church St., West Haven CT 06516.  
Directions and agenda are provided on a further page of this newsletter.  
 
We hope this newsletter finds you well and that it gives you useful information.  
     

Pam  Munro..   
Pamela Reed Munro, President 

pmunro@sbcglobal.net 

860-859-1803 

 
President Bush has signed the proclamation for Tartan Day to be listed as a national holidays 4/4/2008  

The Proclamation and links to information follow.  
Each year Tartan Week is filled with Scottish activities. The New York area activities are listed at  
www.tartanweek.com. With 2009 calendars including the April 6th Tartan Day designation on many desks and 
computers, celebration events should gain increased press attention. (Ed. Opinion) 

 
Tartan - What is it?  Woollen cloth distinctive to Scotland woven in stripes of various colors at right angles to    
form a rectangular pattern; also, the pattern and design of such a cloth. 
 
What is the difference between plaid and tartan?  
Plaid's original definition is 'as a woolen cloth having a checkered or tartan pattern'. It evolved to mean any 
such checkered or tartan pattern. Tartan's first definition is a 'woolen cloth woven in stripes of various colors at 
right angles to form a rectangular pattern; also, the pattern and design of such a cloth'. Both words were first 
recorded around the same time, c. 1500.                                Editor’s note: So all plaids are not tartan. 

 
http://www.tartanweek.com/ 
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 In 2007 we enjoyed curling in 

Bridgeport and lawn bowling in Elizabeth 
Park Hartford.  

 
Our Clan Dinner 2007 was held in 

Torrington and the Burns 2008 was again 
celebrated in Plainville.  

 
 The 24th Scottish Festival was held 

in Goshen and High Tea was enjoyed on 
the ocean in Westbrook.  

 

 
 
 We look forward to more Scottish 

based activities. Come along and make 
suggestions for events you would enjoy. 

 
    See you on April 20th 2008 at two 

o’clock for our next general meeting and 
program on Scottish Athletics at:  
 

Church of the Holy Spirit 
28 Church St. 

West Haven, CT  06516 
 

   And see you at our  25th annual Scottish 
Festival in October a Goshen Fairgrounds. 

__________________ 

Now is the time to begin putting aside new 

and nearly new items for the Previously Owned 

table at the October Festival. Past issues of Scottish 

print matter are welcome as well. These are given 

gratis. Proceeds from the table benefit SASCT 

Scholarship Fund.   



 

 

 
 

     AApprriill  GGeenneerraall  MMeeeettiinngg        
 

2:00 PM  Sunday,  April 20th  2008 
West Haven, Connecticut 

  Agenda:   

   Welcome - Pam Munro, President 

    Correspondence – display for perusal   

    Unfinished Business  

    New Business 

    Any other business to come before the group  

    Adjournment  

 

Program:   Scottish Athletics  

Cathy Sutherland  our Scottish Festival coordinator for  

athletic competition will talk on Scottish Athletics,  Q & A to follow. 
 

Directions: Church of the Holy Spirit, 28 Church St. West Haven CT  06516 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

From Fairfield: I-95 north- Take exit 43 toward DOWNTOWN 

WEST HAVEN, Turn RIGHT on CAMPBELL AVE,  

Turn RIGHT on CHURCH ST, Arrive. Estimated  25 minutes 
 

From Hartford:  I-91 S toward NEW HAVEN / N. Y. CITY, I-91 S 

becomes Connecticut TPKE, Take exit 44 toward DOWNTOWN 

WEST HAVEN, CONTINUE on ELM ST, Turn LEFT on 

CAMPBELL AVE, Turn RIGHT on CHURCH ST,  Arrive   
Estimated  41 minutes 
 

From New London:  I-95 S toward NEW HAVEN, Take exit 44 
toward DOWNTOWN WEST HAVEN 3.8 mi, CONTINUE on 
ELM ST 0.5 mi, Turn LEFT on CAMPBELL AVE 0.7 mi, Turn 
RIGHT on CHURCH ST 0.4 mi. Arrive  
Estimated 49 minutes 

From Torrington: CT-8 S toward WATERBURY, Take exit 22 to 

CT-67 E toward WOODBRIDGE 30.1 mi, Turn LEFT on NEW 

HAVEN RD, Turn RIGHT on AMITY RD 4.1 mi ,CONTINUE on 

WHALLEY AVE 3.4 mi, Turn RIGHT on DAYTON St, Turn 

LEFT on FOUNTAIN ST,  Turn RIGHT on FOREST RD , Bear 
RIGHT on BOSTON POST RD 2.4 mi ,Bear LEFT on 
CAMPBELL AVE , Turn RIGHT on CHURCH ST 1.7 mi, Arrive. 
Estimated 53 minutes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Events of Scot tish Interest       
 
May 3, 4   A Celebration of Celts at Ghent, NY 
                 Meadowgreens Golf Club and Resort  
                 http://www.celebrationofcelts.com/ 
 
May  17    RI Highland Games   Richmond,  RI  
  
June  2    not this year Southern NH Highland Games
   
 June  2    Bonnie Brae Highland Games,  NJ 

       

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

June 22  Battle of Monmouth, NJ  
A large re-enactment involving many groups   
including Scottish Regiments  

 
June  28    Western Mass. Games   
 
July 5     Round Hill Highland Games   Norwalk, CT 
 
July 19    GlasgowLands Highland Games     
                            Westfield, MA 
August 16   Maine Games     Brunswick, ME 

 
August 23     Long Island Highland Games 
 
August 23      Quechee VT Festival 
 
September  19-21  NH Highland Games   Loon NH  
 
September   29th  Pipes of the Valley                            
  on the river front  Hartford, CT     

          
 

 

SSAASSCCTT  EEvveenntt  CCaalleennddaarr  
 

Sunday April 20th   Society General Meeting  2pm 
Program on Scottish Athletic Competition  

   Church of the Holy Spirit 
    28 Church St. 

West Haven Ct. 06516  
 
Monday  May 12th Board of Managers meeting  

including scholarship Award 
recommendations 

 
Sunday June 22nd  Society General Meeting  

 Venue  TBD 
Tentative Program on Scottish Dogs- Border Collies  

 
 

 Check the society website for updates 

   www.sasct.org 

 

Save Saturday October 4th   
25th Annual SASCT Scottish Festival  

Goshen Fairgrounds 
 

Plan to help raise funds  

for benevolence and Scholarship. 
 

Contact:  Linda Coad, Society Scottish Festival Chair 
e- BuzzandLinda@aol.com  t- 203-264-8151 

 

 

Want to go to some games on us?  
SASCT "Road Show" is looking for members to 
take the tent and Society info to other northeast 
festivals. Entry is paid and you can share the 
duties at the tent. Get a friend and head out. 
 

Email your interest to:  info@sasct.org  

 

 

SStt..  AAnnddrreewwôôss  SSoocciieettyy  ooff  CCoonnnneeccttiiccuutt  
 

We are always looking for members to speak, 
 informally, on a variety of Scottish topics.  

Sharing usually lasts a short time following the meeting. 
Experiences, knowledge, visuals, other information are valuable.   

 

Can you help?  
\  

Contact: Pam Munro    860-859-1803      pmunro@sbcglobal.net          

http://www.celebrationofcelts.com/directions.html
mailto:BuzzandLinda@aol.com


 

 
 
 

SSccoottttiisshh Days of April 
6 April 1320, the Declaration of Arbroath was drawn up by the monks of Arbroath Abbey. The declaration was a letter, in 

Latin, from the Scottish nobles to Pope John XXII, affirming their determination to maintain Scotland's 
independence. The document is also seen as the first example of a contractual monarchy, with the nobility 
asserting the right to dethrone King Robert I should he submit to England. The Declaration of Arbroath is 
widely regarded as being the inspiration behind the American Declaration of Independence in 1776. 
 
On 6 April 1773 James Mill, the Scottish philosopher and historian was born. Mill was the chief associate of 
Jeremy Bentham, the founder of Utilitarianism, a school of radical philosophy. He was also author of 'Elements 
of Political Economy', thought to be the first English book on economics and father of the philosopher, John 
Stuart Mill. 
 
On this day in 1968, Jim Clark, the Scottish Formula One motor racing driver was killed while racing at the 
Hockenhaeim circuit, West Germany. Although born in Fife, Clark is most commonly associated with the 
Borders, where he grew up. Clark won 25 of his 72 Grand Prix, and would undoubtedly have won more had he 
driven more reliable cars. 
 
On 13th April 1951 the 'Stone of Destiny' was returned to Westminster Abbey. The Stone, removed from 
Scone by Edward I and taken to Westminster Abbey, was removed from its resting place of over 700 years on 
Christmas Day 1950 and smuggled north of the border. After a few months of hide and seek with the 
authorities, the conspirators left the Stone in Arbroath Abbey to be discovered. The Stone finally returned 
permanently to Scotland in 1996, where it now sits in Edinburgh Castle. 
 
On 14 April 2001, Jim Baxter, the noted Scottish footballer, died. 'Slim Jim' Baxter was regarded as one of the 
finest wing-halves in Europe in the early 1960s, making 254 appearances for Glasgow Rangers, and scoring 
24 goals. He won 34 caps for his country, and represented the Rest of the World in a 1963 match to celebrate 
the centenary of the Football Association. 
 
On 16 April 1746, the Jacobite army was defeated by Hanoverian forces in the Battle of Culloden. The defeat 
marked the end of the last Stewart attempt to regain, by force, the throne forfeited by James VII. Bonnie Prince 
Charlie refused the advice of his most able general, Lord George Murray, over the positioning of the Jacobite 
forces, letting himself be persuaded into placing his troops on an open moor, which gave all advantages to the 
Hanoverians. Charles compounded this error by choosing this moment to take personal charge of his force for 
the first time. In less than an hour the government force, outnumbering the Jacobites two to one and with a 
vast advantage in artillery, defeated them for the first and last time. 
 
On 17 April 1932, Sir Patrick Geddes, the Scottish biologist and social scientist, died. Geddes is regarded as 
the founding father of town planning. Although he was trained as a biologist, he applied biological knowledge to 
striving to create an ideal environment for human existence. The author of 'City Development' and 'Cities in 
Evolution', Geddes was greatly troubled by the plight of refugees of the war between Armenians and the 
Ottoman Empire in 1896. His response was to travel to Cyprus, helping the displaced people to resettle there 
in small agricultural and industrial units. 
 
On 17 April 1892, Alexander Mackenzie, the Scottish-born Canadian statesman, died. Mackenzie was the first 
Liberal Prime Minister of Canada, serving from 1873-78.  
 
On this day in 1914, Harbourne Stephen, the Scottish World War II fighter pilot, was born. He was a Battle of 
Britain fighter ace who went on to forge a career for himself as a newspaper executive. On his way to a tally of 
23 registered kills (though it was almost certainly higher) he shot down five enemy aircraft in a single day in 
August 1940.  
 



 

 
 
 
On 18 April 1937, Sir Edward "Teddy" Taylor, the Scottish Conservative politician, was born. MP for Rochford 
and Southend since 1997, Taylor is a noted Euro-sceptic, who resigned from his government post in 1971, 
protesting against Britain joining the EEC. 
 
On 20th April, 1934, the first public meeting of the Scottish National Party was held. The meeting was held in 
the Central Hall, Tollcross, Edinburgh. The Scottish National Party was formed by the amalgamation of The 
National Party of Scotland and The Scottish Party. 
 
April 21st 1838, John Muir, the Scottish-born American naturalist, was born. Muir was responsible for the 
creation of Yosemite and Sequoia national parks in California. The 550-acre Muir Woods National Monument 
is named after him. 
 
On the 21st April, 1940, George Barnes, the Scottish Socialist statesman, died. One of the founders of the 
Labour Party, resigned from the Labour Party rather than obey the party line in 1918. Barnes represented 
Britain at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919, and was primarily responsible for the establishment of the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) as an agency of the League of Nations. 
 
Today in 1812 James Ramsey, marquess of Dalhousie, Scottish statesman and Governor General of India 
from 1847-56, was born. His policy of conquests and annexations virtually created the map of modern India. 
He is also credited with establishing the sub-continent's centralised form of government, and its western-style 
infrastructure, such as roads, railways, telegraph and the postal systems. However, his policies were so 
disruptive that they are now blamed for causing the Indian Mutiny of 1857, just after his viceroyality ended. 
 
Today in 1882, Air Chief Marshal Hugh, Lord Dowding, was born. Chief of Fighter Command during the Battle 
of Britain, Dowding was opposed to Government proposals to send most of the fighter command to France in 
May 1940. He was instrumental in keeping RAF squadrons in Britain where, in September 1940, they defeated 
the Luftwaffe. 
 
25 April 1946, the Royal Navy's last battleship, HMS Vanguard, was accepted for trials by the navy. The ship 
was built at John Brown's in Clydebank. It was originally intended to be part of the Far Eastern Fleet fighting 
the Japanese but was not completed until after the war, and so became the only British battleship never to fire 
her guns in anger. 
 
26 April 1710 The Scottish philosopher Thomas Reid was born. Reid founded the Scottish school of "common 
sense philosophy" in reaction against David Hume's teachings of sceptical empiricism. His most noted work, 
titled 'An Enquiry into the Human Mind, on the Principles of Common Sense', was published in 1764. It 
considered "common sense" in linguistic, metaphysical and mundane contexts, and blended philosophy and 
science. Hume's response to Reid's critique was a recommendation that Reid avoid "Scottishisms" and 
improve his English. 
 
29 April 1931 Lonnie Donegan, the Scottish skiffle singer, composer and guitarist, was born. His first big hit, 
"Rock Island Line", achieved the then rare distinction of soaring up the US hit parade, and he was rarely out of 
the charts from then until 'The Beatles' era . Donegan's hits included "Does Your Chewing Lose Its Flavour", 
"My Old Man's A Dustman", "Cumberland Gap" and "Puttin' On The Style". 
 
30 April 1873, David Livingstone, the renowned Scottish missionary and explorer, died. Born in Blantyre, 
Livingstone was famed for his exploration of central and southern Africa. He was the first European to see 
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe. The mysterious whereabouts of Livingstone in Africa became the subject of the 
famous search by Henry Morton Stanley. 
 
 



       

                    

 

Presiding Officer Alex Fergusson MSP will lead the Scottish Parliament's cross-party delegation to North 
America,.The delegates will be Frank McAveety MSP, David McLetchie MSP, Alex Neil MSP and Iain Smith 
MSP. Speaking ahead of tonight‟s address, Presiding Officer Alex Fergusson MSP said: ñThe annual 
Scotland Week celebrations have grown out of the 1998 Tartan Day resolution which tells the story of 
the unique bond between Scotland and America. Today, around 20 million Americans of Scotsô 
descent help keep alive that tradition of friendship and close ties. ñAs a parliament, we are delighted to 
participate in Scotland Week and delighted to play our role in deepening this relationship.ò 

Highlights of the programme include:                   
Sunday 30 March The Presiding Officer and delegation will join Minister for Europe, External Affairs and 
Culture Linda Fabiani MSP to launch the Scotland Run in Central Park, New York.  

Monday 31 March The Presiding Officer and delegation will visit the Ontario Legislative Assembly in Toronto 
and meet with the Speaker, the Honourable Steve Peters.  

Tuesday 1 April The Presiding Officer and delegation will attend Question Period at the Canadian House of 
Commons in Ottawa, meet with Speaker of the House of Commons, the Honourable Peter Milliken MP, and 
meet the Speaker of the Senate, the Honourable Noël A. Kinsella.  

Wednesday 2 April The Presiding Officer will deliver a key speech at the Tartan Day 10th Anniversary 
reception in Washington (jointly held between the Government and Parliament).  

Thursday 3 April The Presiding Officer will meet with the President of the National Conference of State 
Legislatures, Representative Donna Stone. The delegation will meet with the Governor of Virginia, Governor 
Timothy Kaine, and members of the Council on Virginia‟s Future. 

Friday 4 April The Presiding Officer will address the audience of an open air concert in the British Memorial 
Garden. The garden is a gift to the City and the people of New York celebrating the unity and friendship 
between the United States and the United Kingdom, while also honouring the 67 British victims of the World 
Trade Center attacks. Following this, the delegation and the Presiding Officer will attend a Scottish Youth 
Theatre performance of “When a Star Falls” at the Algonquin Theatre.  

Saturday 5 April The Presiding Officer and delegation will attend the „Kirkin o' the Tartan‟ and 10th Annual 
Tartan Day Parade, New York. 

Sunday 6 April The Presiding Officer will deliver a key speech at the Tartan Day 10th Anniversary reception in 
New York, hosted by the American-Scottish Foundation. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-08/pa08-011.htm      

SSccoottttiisshh  

PPaarrlliiaammeenntt''ss    

SSccoottllaanndd  WWeeeekk  

DDeelleeggaattiioonn  ttoo  UUSS                                                                                                                                  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-08/pa08-011.htm


National Tartan Day, 2008  
A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America  

Americans of Scottish descent have made enduring contributions to our Nation with their hard work, faith, and 
values. On National Tartan Day, we celebrate the spirit and character of Scottish Americans and recognize 
their many contributions to our culture and our way of life.  

Scotland and the United States have long shared ties of family and friendship, and many of our country's most 
cherished customs and ideals first grew to maturity on Scotland's soil. The Declaration of Arbroath, the 
Scottish Declaration of Independence signed in 1320, embodied the Scots' strong dedication to liberty, and the 
Scots brought that tradition of freedom with them to the New World. Sons and daughters of many Scottish 
clans were among the first immigrants to settle in America, and their determination and optimism helped build 
our Nation's character. Several of our Founding Fathers were of Scottish descent, as have been many 
Presidents and Justices of the United States Supreme Court. Many Scottish Americans, such as Andrew 
Carnegie, were great philanthropists, founding and supporting numerous scientific, educational, and civic 
institutions. From the evocative sounds of the bagpipes to the great sport of golf, the Scots have also left an 
indelible mark on American culture.  

National Tartan Day is an opportunity to celebrate all Americans who claim Scottish ancestry, and we are 
especially grateful for the service in our Armed Forces of Scottish Americans who have answered the call to 
protect our Nation.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the 
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 6, 2008, as 
National Tartan Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day by celebrating the continued friendship 
between the people of Scotland and the United States and by recognizing the contributions of Scottish 
Americans to our Nation.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of April, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second.  

GEORGE W. BUSH  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2008/04/20080404-9.html                                                         

April 4, 2008 
 President George Bush today signed a document proclaiming April 6, 2008, as National Tartan Day!            This is 

a huge victory for us Scottish Americans.  We give humble thanks to the members and associates of The Scottish 

Coalition USA, and many of you, for your ten years of hard work to make this possible. 

  

Since the passing of Senate Resolution 155 in 1998 and House Resolution 41 in 2005, The Scottish Coalition and others 

have been actively asking the American-Scottish community to request the President of the United States to sign a 

Proclamation proclaiming April 6, in perpetuity, as National Tartan Day.                                             Today's 

Presidential Proclamation makes National Tartan a National Holiday Observance on every April 6th, similar to 

Flag Day, thus placing National Tartan Day on the official United States of America calendar. 
  

Happy National Tartan Day! 
 You may view the Presidential Proclamation on the following link:                          

http://www.pr-inside.com/proclamation-by-the-president-national-tartan-day-r520985.htm  

  

Christie Harrison 

President, Council of Scottish Clans & Associations (COSCA) 

2800 S. Des Plaines Avenue, North Riverside, IL 60546 

Phone:  970 708 1302;  Fax:  970 497 4377 

president@COSCA.net; www.cosca.net 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2008/04/20080404-9.html
http://www.pr-inside.com/proclamation-by-the-president-national-tartan-day-r520985.htm
mailto:president@COSCA.net
http://www.cosca.net/

